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SUB J : SEPARATIST LEADER'S VIEWS 

1 . FLA LEADER, JOSE ALMEIDA, WHO HAD JUST RETURNED FROM A 
TRIP TO EUROPE INCLUDING SPAIN, CAME TO THE CONSULATE APRIL 14 
TO EXPRESS HIS CONCERN THAT U.S. POLICY WAS TOO SOFT TOWARD 
EURO-COMMUNISM. HE SEEMED REASSURED WHEN I GAVE HIM A COPY OF 
THE DEPARTMENT'S STATEMENT IN STATE 78012. DURING OUR CONVERSA- 
TION ALMEIDA VOLUNTEERED THE FOLLOWING POINTS: 

—ATTITUDE TOWARD U.S.: HE CONTINUES TO BELIEVE THAT AZOREAN 
INDEPENDENCE MUST OCCUR WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF U.S. FOREIGN 
POLICY, BUT FLA HAS OUTGROWN ITS COMPLEX OF BEGGING FOR U.S. 
ASSISTANCE. HE UNDERSTANDS THAT THE U.S. PREFERS TO CONTROL 
PORTUGAL AND THE AZORES THROUGH ONE SINGLE POINT - LISBON. 

—COMMUNIST ACTION IN AZORES: HE IS WORRIED ABOUT COMMUNIST 
ACTIVITY IN THE AZORES AND THE DEVELOPMENT OF A COMMUNIST 
INSPIRED SEPARATIST MOVEMENT. THERE ARE DIRECT CONTACTS FROM 
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EASTERN EUROPEAN COUNTRIES, NOT CHANNELED THROUGH THE PCP OR THE 
CANARIES INDEPENDENCE MOVEMENT, TO COMMUNISTS AND EXTREME 
LEFTISTS IN THE AZORES. SOME WELL-TO-DO SEPARATISTS ARE 
SUSCEPTIBLE TO THE COMMUNIST OFFER OF ASSISTANCE. PERSONALLY, 

HE OPPOSES COMMUNIST EFFORTS OF ANY TYPE AND FORESEES CLASHES 
BETWEEN THE COMMUNISTS AND FLA SOON. COMMUNISM WILL NEVER BE 
SUPPORTED BY THE AZOREAN PEOPLE. 
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—ARAB INFLUENCE: ALMEIDA REPORTED ARAB CONTACTS WITH 
SEPARATISTS AND NEITHER CONFIRMED NOR DENIED WHEN I ASKED 
IF LIBYA WAS INVOLVED. HE CONSIDERS THE ARAB INTEREST AS A 
LOW PRIORITY WORRY. 

— THRID WORLD CONTACTS: ALMEIDA HAD BEEN CONTACTED BY ' FREE 
AFRICA", A GROUP OF AFRICANS WITH A THIRD WORLD NEUTRALIST 
ORIENTATION, WHO OPPOSE "NEO-COLONIALISM". 

—REGIONAL GOVERNMENT: FLA IS NOT PARTISAN. ALTHOUGH IN THE 
PAST IT GAVE A "VOTE OF CONFIDENCE" TO THE REGIONAL GOVERNMENT, 

IT NO LONGER SUPPORTS IT BECAUSE IT HAS NOT FOUGHT SUFFICIENTLY 
FOR THE DEGREE OF AUTONOMY POSSIBLE UNDER THE CONSTITUTION AND 
PROVISIONAL STATUTES OF AUTONOMY. THE BEST ROAD TO INDEPENDENCE 
WOULD BE THROUGH A GRADUAL ENLARGING OF AUTONOMY. THERE ARE 
SOME PEOPLE IN THE REGIONAL GOVERNMENT OF REAL VALUE, BUT 
FLA NO LONGER SUPPORTS THE GOVERNMENT PER SE. 

—SOCIALISTS: FLA IS NOT AGAINST THE SOCIALISTS. IN ALMEIDA'S 
OPINION, IF THERE WEREN’T A SOCIALIST PARTY IN THE AZORES IT 
WOULD HAVE TO BE CREATED. 

—FAR RIGHT: FLA LEADERSHIP HAS BEEN SUCCESSFUL IN ELIMINATING 
THE INFLUENCE OF THE FAR RIGHT, THOSE FROM THE DOMINANT CLASS 
UNDER THE OLD REGIME WHO AIDED THE COLONIAL POLICY. THESE 
PEOPLE HAVE NO SAY IN CONDUCTING THE INDEPENDENCE MOVEMENT, 

BUT MAY SUPPORT INDEPENDENCE. 
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—THE GOP: PORTUGAL’S ECONOMY IS AT A DEAD END AND THERE IS 
NOT HOPE FOR RECOVERY. THE GOP IS CONTROLLED BY THE U.S. IF 
THE GOP WERE SMART, IT WOULD HAVE REMOVED GEN. GAL V AO DE 
FIGUEIREDO AS MINISTER OF THE REPUBLIC MONTHS AGO. ALMEIDA IS 
HAPPY FIGUEIREDO IS STILL AROUND BECAUSE HE IS AN EXCELLENT 
TARGET AROUND WHICH TO ORGANIZE AZOREAN OPPOSITION. 

—DIVISIONS: THERE HAD BEEN AN EFFORT TO ORGANIZE A SEPARATIST 
MOVEMENT FOR JUST THE ISLANDS OF SANTA MARIA AND SAO MIGUEL, BUT 
ALMEIDA STRONGLY OPPOSED IT, AS HE WOULD ANY INDEPENDENCE EFFORT 
THAT DID NOT INCLUDE ALL THE ISLANDS. 

2. COMMENT: IT APPEARS THAT IN SPITE OF ALMEIDA AND HIS 
FOLLOWERS' FLIRTATION WITH NEUTRALISM, THEY REMAIN ANTI- 
COMMUNIST AND GENERALLY PRO-WESTERN. ALTHOUGH SOME HAVE 
POINTED TO ALMEIDA'S SPEECH ON MALTA AS A SIGN OF NEUTRALISM, 

MY READING OF THE SPEECH (WHICH APPEARED IN A RECENT ISSUE OF 
"MILHAFRE") WAS THAT IT EMPHASIZED THE ADVANTAGES OF 
INDEPENDENCE; MALTA’S NON-ALIGNED POLICY WAS MENTIONED ONLY 
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IN PASSING. ALMEIDA'S VIEWS OF COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES COINCIDE 
WITH THOSE OF NON-SEPARATIST POLITICIANS HERE. THESE POLITICIANS 
CONSIDER ALMEIDA AND FLA RIGHTISTS. 

3. MEANWHILE FLA HAS DISTRIBUTED FLIERS CRITICIZING THE 
REGIONAL GOVERNMENT FOR INCREASED FOOD PRICES, AND ATTACKING 
THE TRANSFER OF AZOREANS IN THE MILITARY TO THE CONTINENT AND 
CONTINENTALS TO THE AZORES. FLA SENT MRT.O BENTO, ALMEIDA'S 
RIGHT HAND MAN, TO THE U.S. TO ATTEND A RECENT DINNER SPONSORED 
BY THE AZOREAN COMMISSION OF NEW ENGLAND WHICH SENATOR BROOKE 
AND CONGRESSWOMAN HECKLER ALSO ATTENDED. ACCORDING TO THE LOCAL 
PRESS, MELO BENTO RECEIVED A STANDING OVATION AFTER HIS REMARKS. 

PFEIPFEIFLE 
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